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6 Questions  
 
 
  Peter Jennings The author talks about   
  writing his new book covering the song that  
  exploded Frank Sinatra’s career with fame 
  and drove his interest in Ruth Lowe. 
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I was fortunate to meet photographer 
Tom Sandler, Ruth Lowe’s son. 
Tommy (so named by his mom after 
band leader Tommy Dorsey) agreed to 
participate in a musical fundraiser I 
was running in which I asked him to 
actually sing the song that made his 
mom so famous, “I’ll Never Smile 
Again”. He’d never sung it before. 
After the show, he told me, “Peter, I’ve 
decided: you’re the one to write mom’s 
story. I’ve wanted to do this for a long 
time but you are a great writer, you 
know this music so well: you’re the 
one!” How do you say no to that? 

You talked to some famous people 
in the book. How  did you decide 
whom to interview? I was fascinated 
that virtually all the competing songs of 
1940 were up-tempo, happy lilts. Then, 
along comes this tearful tune about 
never smiling. How could it bypass all 
the others? I figured some well-known 
songwriters and musicians could help 
me answer that, people like Bernie 
Taupin, Sir Tim Rice, David Clayton-
Thomas, Alan Bergman and others. 

IT WAS A PERFECT SONG, 
INTERPRETED BY THE 
PERFECT SINGER, AT 
THE PERFECT TIME. 

         Nancy Sinatra  
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What were those competing songs 
of the era? We’re talking “In The 
Mood”, “The Woodpecker Song”, 
“Pennsylvania 6-500”, “Blueberry 
Hill”, “South of the Border”… all great 
songs, and all very uplifting. But they 
simply don’t compare to the melody 
and lyrics of “I’ll Never Smile Again”. 
As Nancy Sinatra says in the book’s 
Foreword, “It was a perfect song, 
interpreted by the perfect singer, at the 
perfect time.” 

Why hasn’t there been a book 
written about Ruth Lowe until 
now? Good question. Apart from 
Tommy Sandler not having found the 
right author to handle the task, it’s that 
Canadian thing of not accepting the 
grandeur of some of the nation’s great 
talents. But it’s definitely time now for 
this superstar to get her due, especially 
in an era of empowered women: Ruth 
worked in male-oriented Tin Pan Alley 
but never let that get in her way. 

Ruth’s song became such a giant 
international hit. Why is that? “I’ll 
Never Smile Again” debuted at a time 
when the world was getting ready to go 
to war. People were worried about 
losing their loved ones in faraway 
battles. Ruth’s song depicts that kind of 
loneliness and spoke to music lovers 
who were seeking to express their angst. 
Add Sinatra and Dorsey and you’re 
“made in the shade”. 

to write "Until I Smile At You”? 
Where did the idea come from  
 

How did you convince people like 
Bernie Taupin to talk to you? You 
may have heard that Bernie – Sir Elton 
John’s lyricist for over 50 years – is a bit 
of a curmudgeon: he won’t talk to 
anyone in the media. I pressed on 
anyway, and managed to discover 
contact info for his wife. I got in touch 
with her to see if there was a chance 
Bernie might chat with me. Turns out 
the man doesn’t like rock ‘n roll! He 
prefers the music of the 40’s! So 
Heather came back to me and said 
Bernie would be happy to talk. He’d 
give me 10 minutes. He and I had the 
time of our lives talking about music,  
and that became an hour long chat! 

untilismileatyou.com 


