“Until I Smile At You” - The Ruth Lowe Story – non-fiction
“My mom was so far ahead of her time,” says Toronto photographer Tom Sandler, son of Ruth
Lowe, who wrote Frank Sinatra's first big hit, “I’ll Never Smile Again”, the song that ignited the singer's
career in 1940. She also penned Sinatra's theme song, “Put Your Dreams Away”, and many other
tunes for Hollywood and Broadway. "We’re talking a Canadian lady who has been called 'one of the
Architects of the American Ballad'", Sandler continues. "She's won a Grammy Award. Both 'I’ll Never
Smile Again' and 'Put Your Dreams Away' have been inducted into the Canadian Songwriters Hall of
Fame. She’s about to be inducted into the Great American Songbook Foundation Hall of Fame. Her
music has been recorded by more than 150 legends of jazz, and is still being recorded today."
Now, for the first time, "Until I Smile At You" features the astonishing story of Ruth Lowe as
author Peter Jennings chronicles her life and times. The book reveals the song she wrote being born
from real heartbreak: fate stepped in when Ruth married a song plugger in Chicago, Harold Cohen.
Within a year, Harold died without warning from a kidney ailment. It plunged Ruth into deep despair.
Her younger sister Muriel – who died recently just shy of her 100th birthday – explained to Jennings:
"Ruthie was in a fog. She'd come back to Toronto and moved in with me and our mother. But she'd
just sit, watching young couples strolling arm in arm in the park. She was very depressed. It was too
great a tragedy for her to bear."
One night, as a means of confronting this torment, Ruth Lowe sat down at the piano and out of
nowhere, the song that expressed her grief poured from her soul: "I'll Never Smile Again". It was an
anguished ballad that got to Tommy Dorsey, who recorded it with his new singer, Frank Sinatra. The
rest is history, with the song becoming a worldwide musical phenomenon and seeing her go on to
write more than 50 songs (including Sinatra’s theme song), leading to rewards beyond belief.
"It’s as if Peter Jennings has convened a dinner party in Ruth’s honour and everybody shows
up to offer a take on a landmark Great American Songbook tune." - Ted Barris, author
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Some Suggested Questions for Peter and Tom:
Describe the book and its contents.
How did you come to write a book about Ruth Lowe?
Tom, why did you pick Peter to write the book?
Peter, how did you decide whom to interview?
Who was the most interesting person you interviewed?
How did you get people like Bernie Taupin to talk?
Anybody you wanted to interview but couldn't?
How is it that this sad song became such a huge hit?

What were the competing songs at the time?
Were there any challenges in telling this story?
Why hasn't a book been written about Ruth until now?
Is Ruth Lowe recognized in Canada for her talents?
You're wearing black cardigan sweaters: significant?
Tom, care to provide any tips on songwriting?
Peter, what other books have you written?
What are you writing currently?

CONTACT Peter Jennings: peter@peterjennings.me • 705-706-3989

“Until I Smile At You” – Non-Fiction
Talking Points
Basic Plot
Peter Jennings, author of six books including "Shark Assault: An Amazing Story of Survival", “Pushing
The Boundaries!” and "Being Happy Matters", tells the awesome story of Ruth Lowe. Written in
collaboration with Ruth's son, photographer Tom Sandler, “Until I Smile At You" invites readers to join
conversations with celebrated songwriters, performers and historians who praise Ruth Lowe's
incredible artistry
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Jennings includes interviews with Bernie Taupin (Elton John's lyricist for over 50 years), Sir Tim
Rice (who writes lyrics for Andrew Lloyd Webber), Alan Bergman (who, with his wife Marilyn, has
written award-winning songs for Barbra Streisand, Sinatra, etc.), David Clayton-Thomas (we join the
famed Blood Sweat & Tears singer as he records "I'll Never Smile Again" himself), the late Frank
Sinatra Jr., music historian Chuck Granata, Sinatra biographer James Kaplan, Nancy Sinatra, and
many others
We also hear from Ruth's sister Muriel who shares her memories with the author about Ruth writing
the famous song, along with added commentary from many other family members and friends
Behind-the-scenes tales reflect how songs were created back then, including amusing anecdotes
from Ruth and others as they strive to send out hit after hit
With new and never before revealed facts about Ruth Lowe's life, we learn about a lady who lost
everything except her courage, her talent, the love for her family and her dedication to her music
Telling The Story
The author reached out to numerous commentators who share their feelings about how such a sad
song could take the world by storm, displacing other happy-go-lucky tunes
Readers discover how this sorrowful lament overtook uplifting songs from movies and the stage,
becoming Billboard magazine's first #1 hit, where it set records, staying for an incredible 3 months
"There’s a reason why 'I’ll Never Smile Again' has endured: it was a perfect song, interpreted by the
perfect singer, at the perfect time," says Nancy Sinatra in the book’s Foreword
What Sets “Until I Smile At You” Apart
Never before has such a comprehensive musical study reflecting such a unique songwriter been
presented in print. Some early testimonials...
"Very well written. I'm sure it will appeal to music lovers of all ages. A great tribute to Ruth Lowe. Tom's
tribute to his Mom brought tears... "don't want Mom's story forgotten." You caused me to laugh out loud in
parts and tear up in others. You've written from your heart and your love of music. Wonderfully written.
Thanks for sharing." - JB
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"It was wonderful to pursue Ruth Lowe's life through your book and realize what a talented lady she was.
Hats off to you for bringing her story to life and giving her the credit she deserves today. I think you have
truly nailed it." - SW
"You are able to capture a wonderful profile of a really neat and interesting person and the way you tell the
story enriches the narrative. It gave me a whole bunch of insight into the music industry of that era. It’s a
great story, well told. It is a captivating read." - JRM
"There's not a dull phrase in this book. I's riveting. Having the experts talk about Ruth's music really puts it
in perspective." - CT
"It is so Canadian that someone as advanced, influential and gifted as Ruth flies under our radar. If she had
been a hockey player performing at this level she would be a national hero. If this tome doesn’t raise her
visibility nothing will. It is a captivating read." - CW
“It's a well-written and thoroughly researched account of her life.” - Douglas Richmond, Editor, House of
Anansi Press
What a fabulous story about a truly amazing woman. You've captured the life and times of Ruth Lowe
beautifully. No wonder Sinatra linked his career to hers! Loved the commentary from the celebrities talking
about her songs. A truly great book! - RL
"As usual, you've taken us on a compelling journey and I truly enjoyed my time reading this. Written history
rarely takes us to the spark of artistic invention… Thankfully, one such journey to the source of artistic
genius is at hand. What’s new in Peter Jennings’ book "Until I Smile at You" are the people he’s found to take
us to the heart of such genius – the Sinatras, (Nancy and Frank Jr.), Ruth’s sister and son, Dorsey and scores
of other witnesses to the story. It’s as if Jennings has convened a dinner party in Ruth’s honour and everybody
shows up to offer a take on a landmark Great American Songbook tune. I mean, even Tim Rice, Bernie
Taupin, David Clayton-Thomas and Chuck Granata attend to ensure that Ruth’s song, Frank’s rendition, and
their genius are given their due. While it’s art born in tragedy, it’s also a story that delivers triumph." - Ted
Barris, noted author of 21 books
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Timing
Right now is the perfect occasion for "Until I Smile At You"
The book is a timely story about an empowered woman's accomplishments; it's being told in today's
era of females claiming their full rights
Consider that "Until I Smile At You" reflects the story of one of the earliest liberated females who
worked in a man's world: Ruth never let her gender, nor her attractive good looks, get in the way of
her outstanding talent
So many TV and film productions are being produced and directed by women today because stories
about empowered ladies are HOT!
The timing couldn't be better for "Until I Smile At You"
Expertise Behind the Story
Jennings has the skills to research and then interview those celebrated songwriters, singers and
celebrities who are able to appraise Ruth's musical talents
As a former broadcaster, celebrated author and television program host (Peter's "Be My Guest" TV
program has been hailed as an in-depth interview show akin to those of top hosts in the U.S.),
Jennings is seasoned at getting his interviewees to open up and share exclusive, never-heard-before
facts
The author’s writing expertise allows him to present each of the people profiled in a unique, refreshing
and conversational manner, putting the reader right there across the living room, office desk or
kitchen table from the subject
CONTACT Peter Jennings: peter@peterjennings.me • 705-706-3989
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